
 
President, William Shaw
 
Sec/Treas, Jonna Shaw
 
Past Pres., Kim Tyler
 
AHBA Rep, Tanya Malcolm
 
Ben Gipson
 
Tracy Tidwell 

Kelly Watson 

George Covington 

Bert Lewis
 
Laci Booth 

John Simmons 

Scott Lucas 

Velda Lueders 

EO, Christina Galloway 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

September 2019



Repor t  Looks at
Mix of  Housing

A new report from NAHB, 
?Diversifying Housing 
Options with Smaller Lots 
and Smaller Homes,? 
explores less traditional 
housing t ypes that could 
help meet the housing 
needs of low- and 
moderate-income 
households. 

The report looks at smaller 
homes, duplexes, 
townhouses, small-scale 
multifamily and accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs), and 
offers best practices on 
regulatory policies and 
design options. 

President Trump has signed 
a vet erans healt h bil l into 
law that also abolishes the 
conforming loan limits on 
VA loans beginning Jan. 1, 
2020 for veterans who do 
not have an outstanding 
loan guaranteed by the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 

The primary focus of the 
legislation extends disability 
compensation to Vietnam 
War-era veterans who were 
exposed to Agent Orange. 

FEMA Work ing on New Risk  Rat ing Syst em

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has 
initiated a long-term effort to transform the National Flood 
Insurance Program to better reflect the actual risks 
properties face. 

Through the initiative, known as Risk  Rat ing 2.0, FEMA 
intends to create a more accurate and fair calculation of 
structure-specific risks and improve the policy application 
process. FEMA hopes the revised risk rating system will 
compel more home owners to purchase flood insurance. 

Landowners Win Dusky Gopher  Frog Case

NAHB Opposes Senat e Energy Bil l

Law  Abolishes
VA Loan Lim it s

In a victory for property rights, a Louisiana family earlier 
this month reached a set t lem ent  with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in which the federal government agreed to 
drop its efforts to designate "critical habitat" for the dusky 
gopher frog on their land. 

Now that the Fish and Wildlife Service has settled the case 
in favor of the Louisiana landowners, the agency is working 
on a proposed rulemaking to define the Endangered 
Species Act term ?habitat.? 

NAHB opposes an energy bill introduced by Sens. Rob 
Portman (R-Ohio) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) because it 
would mandate excessive energy efficiency requirements 
in model building energy codes, which harms housing 
affordability. The Senat e bil l also might encourage the 
Department of Energy to move beyond its current role as 
a ?technical advisor? and push overly prescriptive energy 
targets.  

NAHB instead supports bipartisan legislation introduced 
in the House by Reps. Kurt Schrader (D-Ore.) and Bill 
Flores (R-Texas) that offers a more cost-effective way to 
encourage energy efficiency.
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A final rule by the Rural Housing Service will 
provide increased flexibility for the agency 
to facilitate and encourage single-close 
const ruct ion loans, which will stimulate 
new construction, rehabilitation and 
homeownership in rural areas. 

Single-close construction loans allow the 
borrower to get a construction loan and a 
permanent loan at the same time. When 
construction is completed, the loan 
becomes a traditional mortgage. 

Additionally, the final rule will allow for the 
reserve of regularly scheduled principal, 
interest, taxes and insurance (PITI) 
payments during the construction period. 
The Rural Housing Service will also allow 
single-close loans to be used for the 
rehabilitation of existing dwellings upon 
their purchase and eliminate maximum 
interest rate cap requirements for all 
single-family home loans. 

The final rule was published July 22 in the 
Federal Register.

A new study released by NAHB based on 
the latest data available (2017) reveals a 
nearly $11,000 difference in average 
proper t y t ax bil ls among the most and 
least expensive congressional districts. 

The highest average property tax bill was 
$11,389 in 2017, paid by home owners 
residing in New York?s 17th congressional 
district (Rockland County and portions of 
Westchester County).  

By contrast, the lowest average annual 
real estate tax bill was $425, paid by home 
owners in Alabama?s 4th district (Franklin, 
Colbert, Marion, Lamar, Fayette, Walker, 
Winston, Cullman, Lawrence, Marshall, 
Etowah and DeKalb counties). 

Changes in the tax code from the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, which went into effect in 
2018, capped the amount in state and 
local property and income taxes that a tax 
payer can deduct from their taxable 
income. Tax payers can now only deduct 
$10,000 in state and local taxes paid. 

The Skilled Labor Fund, designed to address the lack of skilled labor entering the residential 
construction industry, has awarded more than $200,000 in grants to 42 local HBAs across the 
country to provide sk il ls t rain ing to high school students.  

The Building Careers grant offers support for training programs provided largely by the Home 
Builders Institute and Career Connections funds career fairs and events. The programs will 
take place over the next two years and will engage roughly 24,000 students across the country. 

The Skilled Labor Fund, managed by the National Housing Endowment, is a partnership of 
NAHB, the National Association of the Remodeling Industry, the National Kitchen & Bath 
Association, SGC Horizon and Hydrogen Advertising. The Fund focuses solely on skilled labor 
for the residential market. 

Grant s Br ing Shop Class Back  t o High Schools

Proper t y Taxes Vary Considerably Rural Housing Service Revises Rules 
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CALENDAR  

OF EVENTS

Sept . 11

Board of  Direct ors Mt g.

Sept . 12

Lunch & Learn

Sponsored by

Cent erPoint  Energy

@Ant ioch Church

Oct . 1

Table Top Expo &

 Gum bo Cook-Of f

Whit  Davis, Greenbr ier

Oct . 9

Board of  Direct ors Mt g.

Nov. 13

Board of  Direct ors Mt g.

Dec. 5

Chr ist m as Social

Cent ennial Valley

Clubhouse

Dec. 11

Board of  Direct ors Mt g.
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