
While housing starts ended the year on a 
strong note, rising lumber prices and 
increasing regulatory cost concerns could 
affect future production. Led by a solid, 
double-digit gain in single-family starts, 
overall housing st ar t s increased 5.8 
percent to a seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 1.67 million units, according to a 
report from HUD and the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

The December reading of 1.67 million 
starts is the number of housing units 
builders would begin if development kept 
this pace for the next 12 months. Within 
this overall number, single-family starts 
increased 12.0 percent to a 1.34 million 
seasonally adjusted annual rate. The 
multifamily sector, which includes 
apartment buildings and condos, 
decreased 13.6 percent to a 331,000 pace.

Total housing starts for 2020 were 1.38 
million, a 7.0 percent gain over the 1.29
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total from 2019. Single-family starts in 
2020 totaled 991,000, up 11.7 percent 
from the previous year. Multifamily starts 
in 2020 totaled 389,000, down 3.3 percent 
from the previous year.

On a regional and year-to-date basis 
(January through December of 2020 
compared to that same time frame a year 
ago), combined single-family and 
multifamily starts are 13.2 percent higher 
in the Midwest, 7.5 percent higher in the 
South, 6.2 percent higher in the West and 
2.8 percent lower in the Northeast.
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CDC Ext ends Evict ion Morat or ium

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
announced it is extending the current order 
temporarily halt ing resident ial evict ions until at least 
March 31, 2021.

The COVID-19 pandemic has presented a historic 
threat to the nation?s health. It has also triggered a 
housing affordability crisis that disproportionately 
affects some communities.

2020 NGBS Im por t ant  for  Developers

The ICC 700-2020 National Green Building Standard® 
(NGBS), released last year, updated two sections that 
should be bookmarked for home builders engaged in 
land use and development. Understanding the changes 
from the 2015 NGBS will enable developers and 
builders to determine the compliance path that works 
best for their project. The 2020 NGBS provides land 
developers and builders the flexibility needed to 
develop land and lot s that are sustainable, cost 
effective and appropriate for their geographic location.

Biden Signs Direct ive
On Fair  Housing
President Biden on Jan. 26 
signed a presidential memo-
randum that directs HUD to 
examine the effects of the 
previous administration?s 
regulatory actions that may 
have undermined fair housing 
policies and laws. The 
m em orandum  directs HUD 
to take steps necessary based 
on that analysis to fully 
implement the Fair Housing 
Act?s requirements.

It also directs HUD to 
determine if the Trump-era 
disparate impact rule should 
be returned to the 2013 
standard that made it easier 
to prove unintentional 
discrimination.

SGC Hor izon Nam ed
NAHB's Media Par t ner
NAHB and SGC Horizon have 
jointly announced that NAHB 
has selected SGC Horizon to 
be its official m edia par t ner . 

The Partnership is designed to 
strengthen not just NAHB and 
SGC Horizon, but also the 
association?s 140,000 
members and the 285,000 
readers of Pro Builder and 
other brands under the SGC 
Horizon umbrella.

Biden Freezes All Pending Regulat ions

The Biden administration has implemented a 
regulat ory f reeze for all pending regulations. Of note 
to the housing community, this action means that the 
U.S. Department of Labor?s final independent 
contractor rule that was put forth in the waning days 
of the Trump administration, and scheduled to go into 
effect on March 8, is likely to face a delay.

The effective implementation date of the independent 
contractor rule is expected to be pushed back beyond 
March 8 while the Biden administration determines 
how to proceed and examines its options on whether 
to revise or even repeal the rule.
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ICC Publishes 2021 IECC Codes  

Following a three-year development 
process, the 2021 ICC family of model 
building codes has been published. Many 
changes to the International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC) are of particular 
interest to home builders.

The development of t he 2021 IECC was 
marked by controversy, culminating in 
multiple appeals by NAHB and others. Two 
of NAHB?s appeals were upheld by the ICC 
Board.

But several problematic code changes that 
had been twice disapproved (first by the 
code development committee and then at 
public comment hearings) got into the 2021 
IECC as a result of a controversial online 
ballot heavily influenced by block voting 
from non-code enforcement government 
officials that was linked to a single voting 
guide.

President Biden in January signed a series 
of executive orders, including two related 
to clim at e change policy. 

The first directs the United States to begin 
the process to rejoin the Paris Climate 
Agreement, the 2015 international treaty 
signed by nearly 200 countries that calls 
for limiting fossil-fuel pollution that causes 
climate change. While symbolically 
significant, the accord relies on 
commitments made by signatory 
countries to meet specified goals, but 
contains no enforcement mechanisms.

In the second order, ?Protecting Public 

Health and the 
Environment and 
Restoring Science to 
Tackle the Climate 
Crisis,? Biden calls for 
action to strengthen 
the role of science 
and to better enable 
accounting for the incremental increases in 
greenhouse gas emissions. The key metric 
the executive order discusses is 
re-establishing and revising the ?social cost 
of carbon? (SCC), which was widely used by 
the Obama administration.

Biden Signs Two Execut ive Orders on Clim at e Change

Answers t o Your  PPP Quest ions

The Small Business Administration and 
U.S. Treasury Department have reopened 
the expanded Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) for both new borrowers 
and for certain existing borrowers to apply 
for a second loan. 

NAHB recently held a ser ies of  webinars 
to help members and home builder 
associations (HBAs) understand their 
eligibility for the forgivable loan programs 
under the $900 billion COVID-19 relief 
package signed into law by President 
Trump in late December. Members and 
HBAs can access recordings of the 
webinars on nahb.org.

The SBA and the Treasury Department 
continue to update guidelines and publish 
new direction on the application process 
and use of these funds. Please stay tuned 
to NAHB communications for updates. 
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Please cont act  us if  you'd l ike t o 
sponsor  any of  t he follow ing:

- Lunch for Board of Director 
meetings, they meet once a month 
at Coldwell Banker RPM Group

- Golf Balls for Golf Tournament
- Goody Bags for Golf Tournament
- Items for Goody Bags for Golf 

Tournament
- Snacks for Golf Tournament
- Drinks for Golf Tournament
- Prizes for Golf Tournament

Thank You To Our  Board of  Direct ors

President, Shayne Hobbs, Hobbs Construction
Past President, William Shaw, Conway Corp
Sec/Treas., Jonna Shaw, Coldwell Banker RPM
AHBA Rep, Tanya Malcolm, CenterPoint Energy
Ben Gipson, B&A Property Maintenance
Bert Lewis, The Home Depot
George Covington, Covington Construction
Jay Nash, Freyaldenhoven Heating & Cooling
John Simmons, First Arkansas Bank & Trust
Kelly Watson, Whit Davis Lumber
Laci Booth, Ridout Lumber
Scott Lucas, Scott Lucas Construction
Tom Poe, Lenders Title
Tracy Tidwell, ERA Team Real Estate
Travis Mulhearn, Farris Agency
Valari Bristol, Bank of England
Velda Lueders, Coldwell Banker RPM
Kim Tyler, The Tyler Group
Christina Galloway

We Are Look ing For  Sponsors!

https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/member-benefits/savings?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=November&utm_content=NAHB_Member_Savings
https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/HBAs/membership-recruitment-and-retention-pages/do-business-with-an-nahb-member?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=November&utm_content=Do_Business_With_A_Member
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